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NEPCoO





Minutes

of the

NEPCO HOA General Membership Meeting

January 14, 2012

The bimonthly NEPCO general membership meeting was held Saturday, 14 January 2012, at the Monument Town Hall from 10:00 am to 11:30 am.

Attendance: The following homeowner association’s representatives from NEPCO members were present:

Bent Tree Homeowners Association, John Heiser

Canterbury Improvement Association, Dave Ellis

Donala Club Villa HOA, Joe Gray

Eagle Villas Owners Association, Warren Gerig

Gleneagle Civic Association, Kevin Deardorff

Gleneagle Homeowners Association, Gloria Milhoan

Gleneagle North HOA, Linda Taylor and Bob Swedenburg

Higby Estates HOA, Alan Feldkamp

High Meadow at Fox Run HOA, Louise Link

Kings Deer Homeowners Association, Allen Alchian, Rich Paul, and Vern & Sharon Kuykendall

Kingswood Property Owners Association, Lewis Farmer

Nichlas HOA, Mike Thompson

Paradise Villas HOA, Glenn Scott

Red Rock Ranch HOA, Kelly McGuire

Summer Glen Estates, Ralph Nussbaum

Sun Hills Association, Chris Mendrop

Sun Mesa Townhome Owners Association, Bill Roche and Dick Ove

Timberview 2 Property Owners Association, Fred DeGroot and Jim Reynolds

Vista Clara Villas HOA, Ben Borth and Barb Linnenbrink

Woodmoor Improvement Assoc, Anne Stevens-Gountanis

NEPCO Rep to the Tri-Lakes Regional Focus Panel, Warren Gerig

Guest from High Pines HOA, Joe Berube

The following NEPCO member HOAs were absent:

Arrowwood Improvement Association, LaRoy Tymes

Chaparral Hills Residential Area, Steve Sery

Copper Ridge HOA, Anita Brown

Gleneagle 3 Homeowners Association, Connie Hemmer

Heights Property Owners Association, Bill Rauch

Pastimes Owners Association, Gail Drumm

Red Oak HOA Management, Janice McLain

Ridge at Fox Run Homeowners Association, Steve Wilch

Sunrise Townhome Association, Priscilla Eagye

Timberview Property Owners Association, Bob Curtis

NEPCO Board members present were Dave Powell (President), Chris Mendrop (Vice President and LUC Chairman), Bob Swedenburg (Secretary), Ralph Nussbaum (Treasurer) and Anne Stevens-Gountanis (Facilitator).  Since 20 active HOAs were present and 9 active HOAs were absent, a quorum was present.

Opening:  Dave Powell opened the NEPCO meeting at 10:00 am.  Dave welcomed all HOA attendees and our guest speaker, Deputy Sheriff Shayne Mitchell (correct spelling?), representing the Crime Prevention Office of the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office.  Dave then asked all the participants to introduce themselves and state their HOA.

Minutes Approval:  Dave then briefly reviewed the minutes from the last general NEPCO meeting of 19 Nov 2011 and asked for a motion to approve.  The motion was made, seconded, and the vote of approval was unanimous.

Treasurer’s Report: Ralph Nussbaum reported that NEPCO has a balance of $2476.78.  Ralph also stated that he has sent the annual dues invoice and registration to all HOAs and that 8 of 29 have yet to respond.  He asked that all HOAs please review the registration, make updates as needed, and send in the registration and dues to NEPCO.  This is for the fiscal year 1 Oct 2011 to 30 Sep 2012.

Secretary’s Report:  

Membership Status:  Bob Swedenburg stated that NEPCO currently consists of 29 HOAs which have 6619 homes or lots in northern El Paso County.  Also, NEPCO has two business associate members and an Honorary Associate member.

Minutes Secondary Distribution: Bob reminded the attendees that the minutes may be further distributed by NEPCO Reps to individuals and parties as deemed appropriate by the representative.  Prior minutes are posted on our website at www.nepco.org. 

Land Use Committee Report:  Chris Mendrop reported the following items.  

· Chris attended the Monument Planning Commission meeting on the “I-25 Corridor Review”.  The review resulted in recommendations to enhance the scenery, improve business and respect property rights along the I-25 corridor at the northern part of El Paso County.  Chris presented a graphic overly of the I-25 corridor depicting the recommendations.

· The land use proposal for a “Big R” commercial store at the intersection of Spanish Bit Road and Struthers Road (near the Chaparral Hills residential area south of Baptist Road) was discussed briefly, but the detailed proposal is still in the planning stage

2012 Program Planning: Dave described the current plan for the speaker’s program for NEPCO meetings in 2012.

· 14 January: Sheriff’s Office on crime prevention

· 10 March: Susan McLean, Donala professional landscaper, on landscaping with xeriscape

· 12 May: Representative Amy Stephens on Colorado state issues

· 14 July: Attorney Lenard Rioth on HOA legal issues

· 8 September: Representative from the Pikes Peak Water Authority on water issues

· 10 November: County Commissioner Darryl Glenn on county issues

Old Business:

Meeting Reminders:

· All member HOAs please review your entry on the NEPCO web site for completeness and accuracy.  Please notify our webmaster, our secretary, or any Board member of changes needed.  The site is www.NEPCO.org. 

· Member HOAs are encouraged to invite interested HOA members to NEPCO meetings

· Please share what you learn here with your Board and residents, as appropriate

New Business:  

· Dave discussed the recommendation from the Board to amend the NEPCO Bylaws to add a new member category entitled Honorary Associate Member; the written amendment will be posted on the NEPCO web site with the Bylaws

· Dave then recommended that the Our Community News (OCN) organization, represented by John Heiser, be made an Honorary Associate Member of NEPCO in recognition of the OCN’s significant contributions to the communities within the NEPCO area.  A motion was made from the floor, seconded, and the vote was unanimous.  NEPCO now has two Honorary Associate Members, HOA Attorney Lenard Rioth and the OCN.

· Dave also invited any HOA representative or member to attend and observe the NEPCO Board meetings if interested.  These are open meetings for any NEPCO constituent HOA member to attend.  All Board meetings are held in the Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce and Visitor’s Center building just south of the Village Inn restaurant on Hwy 105.  The meetings are usually the second Wednesday of alternating months starting at 7:00 pm.  The NEPCO Board meeting dates for 2012 are scheduled to be the following:

· 8 February

· 11 April

· 13 June

· 8 August

· 10 October

· 12 December

Program – Neighborhood Watch and Crime Prevention:  Dave introduced the guest speaker, Deputy Shayne Mitchell, from the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office.  Deputy Mitchell was asked to address the Neighborhood Watch Program.  He has been with the Sheriff’s Office for 14 years and is now assigned to the Crime Reduction Unit.  

Below are some of the points made and items discussed during Deputy Mitchell’s presentation.  The notes below are not a summary of his complete presentation, but rather a few selected points written down by the secretary during his presentation.

· The most prevalent crimes in northern El Paso County are

· #1 Criminal mischief (e.g., mailbox smashing)

· #2 Criminal trespass – auto

· #3 Theft (primarily homes under construction)

· #4 Domestic violence (mainly harassment)

· #5 Traffic recklessness

· However, Deputy Mitchell stressed that northern El Paso County is VERY LOW in crime – we live in a peaceful area where we have no serious crimes

· Non-criminal activity of concern includes suicides (which appears to be on the rise) and some run-a-ways; the good news is that the Sherriff is seeing a decrease lately

· Deputy Mitchell described the goals of the Neighborhood Watch Program and provided some stories on the benefits

· There are ~ 2100 square miles to be patrolled by deputies, and their resources are limited

· Neighborhood Watch provides eyes for your neighborhood

· The benefits of having a Neighborhood Watch include a safer neighborhood, more pride in the neighborhood, a propensity to keep property items locked up, and the community becomes more appealing overall

· Information from the Sheriff’s Office is available for starting and setting up a Neighborhood Watch

· Primary point of contact for information is Liz Dreher, Sheriff’s Crime Prevention Coordinator, phone 719-520-7151, email lizdreher@elpasoco.com. 

· Liz provides detailed info, signs, bulletins and generally works to keep Neighborhood Watches informed and up to date

· Best to start with a minimum of 4-5 motivated neighbors on the street

· NEVER hesitate to call the Sheriff’s Office on anything that looks suspicious

· Kevin, the safety officer at Woodmoor Improvement Association, also spoke briefly and provided his email as Kevin@woodmoor.org, and he provided a web site where one can access the names of neighbors; it is neighbors.whitepages.com
Deputy Mitchell fielded numerous questions during and after his presentation.  Question topics included the availability of the Sheriff’s Office to speak at annual HOA meetings, self-inspection security checklists available on-line, the deterrence value of signs, and the service provided by the Sheriff’s Office to conduct vacation checks for private homes.

Deputy Mitchell invited all the attendees to survey the literature he arranged on the table, and to take whatever they like.  The literature included a fact sheet on preventing personal information from being revealed, Fact Sheet on Identity Crisis, Tips for Preventing Identity Theft, a Neighborhood Watch Program Handbook, the Sheriff’s Citizen Patrol, the Basics of Neighborhood Watch, and Liz Dreher’s contact information (business card).

Dave then thanked our guest for his time today with NEPCO and a grateful round of applause came from the attendees.

Closing:  Dave thanked the HOA representatives for their attendance and participation.  He again thanked Deputy Mitchell for his time and his highly informative presentation. Dave then called for a motion to adjourn.  The motion was made, a second was provided, and a vote to adjourn was received at 11:30 am.

Next NEPCO Meeting: The next NEPCO General Membership meeting will be the 2nd Saturday in March 2012 which is March 10, 2012, from 10:00 am to noon, at the Monument Town Hall on Beacon Lite Road.  A meeting announcement will be sent to all HOA Reps by the NEPCO Secretary.
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Dave Powell

Secretary, NEPCO 




President, NEPCO[image: image2.wmf]


_156568276

