Northern El Paso County Coalition of Community Associations, Inc.

Post Office Box 714

Monument, CO 80132-0714



[image: image1.png]N

NEPCoO





15 March 2008

Commissioner Wayne Williams

El Paso County

27 E. Vermijo

Colorado Springs, CO 80903

Dear  Commissioner Williams,

We recently received a copy of the attached letter to Kingswood Homeowners, a NEPCO member,  regarding the repaving of Baptist Road. We thought that it would be of interest to you and the other BRRTA Commissioners. NEPCO hopes that the BRRTA will take the time to discuss the arguments made in the letter and favorably consider the use of TBTR Asphalt for Baptist Road.

The chartered purpose of NEPCO is to promote community economic, ecological and sociological environment in which a high quality of life can be sustained for constituent associations, their members and families in northern El Paso County, Colorado.  NEPCO membership currently consists of 28 HOAs representing approximately 7000 homes and 14,000 registered voters.

We want to thank you for the many years of providing information and insights to the NEPCO membership,  it is truly appreciated.  We look forward to having you speak to NEPCO later in 2008.

Sincerely,

//original signed//

Walter Paul

President, NEPCO

attachment

Attachment Letter to Kingswood POA

Date:  February 28, 2008

To:  Kingswood Homeowners

From:  Joe McBrearty

Subject:  Terminal Blend Tire Rubber Asphalt (TBTRA)

Last year Jim and Shirley Stewart hosted a meeting at their home part of which was devoted to an update on the Baptist Road Project.  The project engineer, Kem Reliford briefed us and answered questions.  A question I asked was in regard to the paving asphalt they use in Phoenix, AZ, in order to suppress vehicle tire noise.  In his response, he said this type of asphalt (TBTRA) could not be used because of the temperatures in this climate.

Recently I learned that a portion of North Union Blvd, in Colorado Springs, was repaved using TBTRA.  I asked a friend who lives one block over from Union Blvd if it suppressed the tire noise and he said it did.

After a few phone calls, I contacted the Colorado Springs Street Repaving Office and discussed TBTRA.  They seemed very positive and excited about this new repaving material.  Here are some of the points they made:

TBTRA reduces tire noise and is effective at high speeds.

TBTRA has rock in the blend that allows drainage of moisture to the lower 


level and then drains to the curb.

TBTRA allows road markings to hold up better.

TBTRA is environmentally safe.

TBTRA uses recycled tires.

TBTRA costs around 30% more, however, they feel it should last longer, 


hold road markings longer, and perhaps less pot holes.  So over the 


life of the surfacing, may be more cost effective.

The paving process requires a two layer process.  First layer is regular asphalt as they are presently doing on Baptist Road.  The second layer is the TBTRA and this layer must be applied when the ambient temperature is 60 degrees F or above.  As you will note, Baptist Road’s first layer will be completed sometime this spring or the first of summer.  Temperatures would be just right for TBTRA.

I have talked to Andre Bracken, El Paso County Program Manager now in charge of the Baptist Road Project (Kem Reliford has left their employ).

At first he said the door was still open a bit for consideration of TBTRA and my last conversation with him, he was going to check with higher authority as time is passing and contracts for the standard asphalt may have been let. 

My suggestion to Andre is that if standard asphalt is under contract, it certainly can be used for other county projects or even just to fill “potholes”.

It certainly could be used elsewhere.

Andre did confirm to me that the “sound wall” on the south side of Baptist Road from Desiree to Gleneagle Drive will be built.  I mentioned to him if that be the case, tire noise will bounce off the wall and head north into Kingswood.  As of our last conversation, Andre said he would get back to me as of last week.  However, I have not heard from him and now have left him voice messages on his phone.  In addition, I have asked Andre if he would consider attending our March KPOA Annual Meeting and discussing TBTRA, but he has not given me a response.

Once they place the next layer of standard asphalt on Baptist Road, we will never get the chance to have TBTRA.  This rubberized asphalt is our only opportunity to keep the noise down and I think we all realize when Baptist Road is four lane, there will be more traffic and at a higher speed.  It will be “noisy”.

At this point, if you agree, I need everyone to help by writing letters to the county or calling Andre Bracken to help make our case for TBTRA paving of Baptist Road.  

Phone Number:  520-6460

Address:  El Paso County DOT


      Andre Bracken


      3275 Akers Drive


      Colorado Springs, CO  80922

Thanks for your help, Joe McBrearty
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