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January 17,  2008



   

Raimere Fitzpatrick, Project Manager








El Paso County Development Services Department

2880 International Circle

Suite 110m

Colorado Springs, CO  80910

Dear Mr. Fitzpatrick;

On behalf of the Northern El Paso Coalition of Community Associations (NEPCO), a coalition of 24 HOAs and community associations, this correspondence is intended to express serious concern about the proposed location of the Monument Academy Charter School. The school is currently slated to be developed at the intersection of Highway 105 and Knollwood Drive, adjacent to the Church of Jesus Christ Latter Day Saints. It is understood by the NEPCO membership that County review of a charter school land- use application is minimal, and is subject only to the Approval of Location review process as contained in the El Paso County Land Development Code; none-the-less, the severe public safety concerns posed by this development warrant serious consideration from a transportation planning and access permit standpoint.

Members of NEPCO attended a general meeting this past September at which time details of the project were relayed to the public. It apparently became quite clear during that meeting that many site design and development issues had not been thoroughly considered or adequately addressed, the most glaring of which was the access question. Access to the site is presently quite constrained due to topography and the existing circulation pattern. Those residents that regularly traverse this segment of Highway 105 already report traffic snarls at this location. These problems will obviously be severely exacerbated by the development of the Monument Academy, creating the potential for traffic accidents.

The NEPCO membership requests that prior to the issuance of any access permits, which we understand are largely controlled by the County, that the site access be thoroughly analyzed in association with a full traffic study to ensure that public safety can actually be achieved in light of the type of development proposed.  It is also requested that a public meeting be held to update the citizens on this project. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter and consideration of these requests.

Sincerely,

//original signed//

Walter Paul, President

NEPCO

CC:
Wayne Williams, El Paso County Commissioner

El Paso County Planning Commission


Raymond Blanch, District 38 Superintendent


Joe Montoya, Colorado Department of Labor and Employment
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